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The Putnam Children’s Discovery Center presents 

TRIP to ISRAEL 
DECEMBER 22, 2008 – JANUARY 7, 2009 

This is a unique opportuni ty to be in the Holy Land for Chanukah & Christmas 
Guided by Hughie Auman 

 
Please note the following 
 

• Cost of the trip / what’s included: The price of the trip includes round trip air fare from 
Newark and all transfers plus all air within Israel (we fly to Eliat), first rate hotels, all porterage 
at the airports and at the hotels, all tips, comfortable, climate controlled bus throughout the 
trip, breakfast and dinner , Shabbat (Saturday) lunches and guided excursions.  Optional 
excursions when noted will have a fee. Lunches are “on your own” unless noted.  From my 
experience, taking fruit from breakfast usually does the trick” 

• THE SMALL PRINT:  Please note we have obtained great pricing for the time of year (Christmas / Chanukah 
School Break) and the caliber of hotels utilized!!. We have a fantastic itinerary and are flexible should a new 
archeological dig or attraction avail itself to us as we plan to be the first to see it.  The prices shown below are the 
prices, however, keep in mind that pricing is done in advance and there may be some unforeseen expenses, 
example: in NY gas was $1.59 just a few years ago and now it is $3.03 no one would have expected the price of 
gas to double, so please make your decision to join us with this in mind. We will advise you of any increases 
should they happen, but we are confident these prices should stay “put”. 

 
ABOUT AIR- RT NY (Newark) to Tel Aviv: We are offering direct flights on Continental. 
El Al is currently sold out on the dates needed 
 
IMPORTANT INFO if CHOOSING YOUR OWN FLIGHTS: Should you opt for an alternative flight and it 
arrives about the same time as us then you may join us at the airport and participate in the exciting guided tour to the hotel. If you 
are arriving before us on a “pre-trip” then the bus will definitely pick you up to take the “Day 1” tour. Should your alternative flight 
arrive after we depart the airport you will be on your own for transfers. 

Continental 
Newark to Tel Aviv   CO84   Depart Mon 12/22 at 3:50pm (arrive 9:15 am on 12/23)  
Tel Aviv to Newark   CO91   Depart Sat    1/6/09 at 11:40pm (arrive 4:45am on 1/7/09) 

Hotels will be based on double occupancy 
Maximum allowed in most hotels is 3 in a room  
Families of 4, 5 or 6 will need adjoining rooms 
 
TOTAL PACKAGE with air: 
$5,750 per adult 
$5,500 per child 

 

Want a room all by yourself? Pay a special price for singles of $6,750  
 

• Itinerary Deviations: We recognize that people coming may want to deviate from the itinerary, visit friends and relatives 
etc.  You may do so by letting us know by 6/1/08 of any nights you will not need hotel accommodations.  Please also understand 
that this is prime time and the hotel may not be able to accommodate “I am here two nights, then leave one night and back two 
nights”  So try and make your deviations so that you will miss one night at the beginning or one night at the end of a longer stay.  
Or that you are not staying at a particular hotel at all .  Spur of the moment decisions to not utilize a hotel room will not result in a 
refund for that night 

 

• PRE TRIP – POST TRIP.  Several people in the group are staying 3 extra nights, some at the Hilton in Tel Aviv and 
some at Inbal in Jerusalem. We need to know your pre-trip / post trip plans even if you are not staying at “our” hotels on the extra 
nights because we must make sure you are on flights that match your plans.  
 
Joining the trip after December 23rd / departing before January 7th.  Please note if you wish to 
arrive on a date after December 23rd , we need to know this when you book the trip so we can plan when and where you will meet 
the group. 
SPA TREATMENTS: If you are interested in spa treatments at the Dead Sea, they book up early, please let us know so 
we can map out your needs.  
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Monday Dec 22 
 
Arrive at Newark airport no later then 12:50  
2 checked bags (no more then 50 lbs each) and one carry on bag  
 
Tuesday  Dec 23 
 
Arrive in Israel 9:15 Tel Aviv  
  
Visit the Clandestine Pre State Ammunition Factory  Machon Ayalon 
Drive to Moshav Bnei Darom "Olive Oil Visitors Center " 
           Learn about the Chanuka Oil & taste one of the Bible's Seven Species 
Time permitting visit  the secret Scrap Metal Sculpture Garden in Gedera 
 
Travel to Jerusalem  
          Special Scenic View & "Shechiyanu Blessing" from Nebi Samuel 
Arrive at Jerusalem  Hotel / Check in & Refresh  
Return to Jerusalem Hotel   
6:30 pm   Welcome Dinner & Festive 3rd Chanukah Candle Lighting  
Depart hotel for one of the following evening activities: 
                           Israel Museum  
                                                    2nd Temple Period Jerusalem Model 
                                                    Shrine of the Book 
                            
Overnight  : MOUNT ZION  Hotel 
 
Wednesday  Dec 24 
 
8:00  Leave the Hotel for touring Jerusalem 
Introduction to Jerusalem "As Abraham Saw Mt. Moriah 
City of David "Where it all Began " – exciting new revelations . 
                    A Lot of Walking downhill & then up , but well worth it ! 
                    3D Movie / Warren's Shaft 
Short stop at the Western Wall / The Kotel 
Christian Quarter -  Portion of Via Delarosa  
                                  Church of the Holy Sepulchre (dependent on  
                                  accessability due to Christmas timetable) 
Standing on the Rooftops in the center of town . 
Jewish Quarter – Burnt House / Cardo 
Mt. Zion – Coenaculum / Dormition Abbey (dependent on accessability due to   
                 Christmas timetable) 
                 Davids Tomb(sic) 
 
4th Chanukah Candle Lighting at the Kotel 
Dinner in Hotel or in Cardo (K'yad Hamelech)  
Evening Activity Western Wall Tunnel  
 
For those interested in midnight mass --  prior arrangements can be made at an additional cost  to : 

                 * Attend Christmas Eve Mass in Bethlehem Of course this is dependent on the security situation & 
                              regulations on entrance to the PA controlled area . 
                        *Alternative Mass at the Holy Sepulchre (Old City) or attending services at one of the Protestant Churches. 
 
Overnight  : MOUNT ZION  Hotel 

 
 
 
 
Thursday Dec 25 
 
8:00 Depart Hotel in Jerusalem / Travel to the Judean Lowlands  
Archaeological Dig at the National Park Bet Guvrin  
                  Hands on experience in the 2nd Temple Hasmonean period  underground cave complex of Tel Maresha . 
Exciting cave crawl through the secret tunnels of the Bar Kochba rebels 
Short hike up Tel Azeka to view the Battlefield of David & Goliath 




